
Secondary Picture Books for Response



Black and White 
by David Macaulay 

Themes 
Humor to solve problems 
Interconnectedness

Notes/ Ideas 
- good use of different points of view 
- many symbol 
- purpose of recurring images 

Discussion Focus 
- Four separate stories; but all are 
interconnected. How are they connected? 
- What elements of a narrative does each story 
contain? 
- Complex text that requires multiple readings 
to appreciate all of its intricacies



 
Faithful Elephants 
by Yukio Tsuchiya

 
Themes 
War

Notes/Ideas 
- Who is ultimately responsible? 
- Do we have more compassion for animals 
than humans? 
- The horrors of war

Discussion Focus



FArTHER 
by Grahame Baker-Smith Themes 

- Father/son relationships 
- Being obsessed with own visions

Notes/Ideas 
- Beautifully represented by mixed media 
illustrations 
- Being possessed by our dreams

Discussion Focus 
- Father/son relationship and a shared dream 
- Coping with disappointment and loss



I Never Knew Your Name 
by Sherry Garland Themes 

-Teen Suicide 
- Lonelines

Notes/Ideas 
-  Representation of suicidal emotion 
-  Dark emotions and people's response



Into the Forest 
by Anthony Browne Themes 

- Fear  
- Anxiety  
- Worry

Notes/Ideas 
- colour of illustrations and purpose 
- intertextuality

Discussion Focus 
- abandonment 
- loss 
- courage



 
Just One Flick of a Finger 
by Marybeth Lorbiecki

Themes 
- Gangs 
- Inner city 
- Bullying

Notes/Ideas 
- Rap-like poetry with a moral 
- Companion text connection to The Outsiders 

Discussion Focus 
- Bullying 
- Friendship



Little Mouse's Big Book of Fears 
by Emily Gravett Themes 

- fears 
- perspective

Notes/Ideas 
- includes technical names of various phobias

Discussion Focus 
- What do we fear? Why? 
- Why aren't we all afraid of the same things? 
- How do the illustrations contribute to the 
meaning? 

Resources 
http://www.macmillan.com.hk/pma/english/
LittleMouseBigBookofFears 
 

http://www.macmillan.com.hk/pma/english/LittleMouseBigBookofFears
http://www.macmillan.com.hk/pma/english/LittleMouseBigBookofFears


Loup Noire 
by Antoine Guilloppé



Middle Passage 
by Tom Feelings

Themes 
- Slavery 
- Man's inhumanity 
- Power of money

Notes/Ideas 
- Wordless picture book 
- Graphic images 
- Purpose of using black and white to 
depict the story 

Resources 
Tom Feelings- Keynote 
Middle Passage You Tube

Discussion Focus 
- The atrocities that we commit to one 
another 
- What feelings does this story evoke?

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=rr8SqBqgA_o
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=5qjtlQLQMj0


Migrant 
Maxine Trottier

Themes 
- Home 
- Fitting in 
- Making a life 

Notes and Ideas 
- Contains an attempt to sensitize audience to 
the plight of migrant workers

Discussion Focus 
What are the challenges of moving around? 
What would you do to find work/support 
your family?



Mrs. Marlowe's Mice 
by Frank Asch & Devin Asch

Themes 
- Risk 
- Safety 
- Defiance 
- Courage  
- Discrimination

Notes and Ideas 
- Contains a strong thematic link to  
   The Diary of Anne Frank

Discussion Focus 
- Why use animals to tell the story?



Patrol 
by Walter Dean Myers

Themes 
- War

Discussion Focus 
- Soldier's inner struggle-  
      Who is the enemy? 
- Contrasting Images- beauty of land 
                          VS 
   Contrasting Emotions- fear and anxiety

Notes/Ideas 
- repetition of words and landscapes 
- one day event in the life of a soldier



Piggybook 
by Anthony Browne Themes 

- Gender roles 
- Stereotyping

Notes/Ideas 
- double play on the "pig" concept



Pink and Say 
by Patricia Polacco Themes 

- Tolerance 
- Racism

 
Discussion Focus 
- Friendshop/ hope 
- Racism 
- Tolerance

Notes/Ideas 
- Voice- use of dialect 
- Civil War



Sister Anne's Hands 
by Marybeth Lorbiecki Themes 

- Prejudice 
- Racism

Notes/Ideas 
- Civil rights movement 
- Acceptance



Terrible Things 
by Eve Bunting

Themes 
- War 
- Tolerance of evil 
- Personal responsibilty

Notes/Ideas 
- Allegory of the Holocaust 
- animals represent different people 

Discussion Focus 
- When do we need to stand together? 
- How do we fight oppression?



The Composition 
by Antonio Skármeta

Themes 
 - Oppression 
-  Courage

Notes/Ideas 
- Contrasting ideas in images 
- Additional details and context found in 
images

Discussion Focus 
- Is it ok to lie? 
- Honesty 
- Courage 
- Taking advantage of power



 
The Enemy 
by Davide Cali Themes 

War- what makes enemies?

Notes/Ideas 
-Use of perspective and point of view 
illustrates the realities of war. 
- Symbolism  
- Symbolism of colour

Discussion 
- Empathy 
- Hypocrisy and waste of war 



 
The Heart and the Bottle 
by Oliver Jeffers

Themes 
- Loss 
- Coping with pain

Notes/Ideas 
- Illustrations are rich with meaning 
- Using pictures for inference

Discussion Focus 
- How do we deal with pain and hurt? 
- How do the illustrations enhance the 
meaning?



The House That Crack Built 
by Clark Taylor Themes 

- Power of money 
- Exploitation 
- Victimization

Notes/Ideas 
- Contains the same structure as  
   The House That Jack Built 
- Irony 
- Poetic Refrain

Discussion Focus 
- How are we links in a chain? 
- Why is discovering the links in a chain 
important to know?



The Lost Thing 
by Shaun Tan

 
Resources 
 
You Tube Video 
 
Shaun Tan Discusses Book 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=S1JoliFXH74
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=S1JoliFXH74
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=q5Ia-AHzxbM


The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane 
by Kate DiCamillo

Themes 
- self-centeredness vs giving spirit

Notes/Ideas 
- beautiful colour illustrations 
- strong characterization



The Moose Belongs to Me 
by Oliver Jeffers

Themes 
- Friendship 
- Ownership



The Mysteries of Harris Burrdick 
by Chris Van Allsburg

Notes/Ideas 
- Can use with Chronicles of Harris Burdick



The Rabbits 
by Shaun Tan and John Marsden

Themes 
- Colonization 
- Genocide

Notes/Ideas 
- Allegory about ecological and cultural 
destruction 
- Rabbits were introduced to Australia in the 
1700's and their effect on the continent was 
devastating.

Discussion Focus 
- What is our responsibility to earth? 
- What is our responsibility to our fellow 
human beings?



The Rabbit Problem 
by Emily Gravett

Theme 
- Straightforward story that introduces 
the Fibonacci challenge

Notes/Ideas 
- a multi genre book 
- students will be able to appreciate a variety of 
writing genres 
- Format of book is a calendar 
- Present non-fiction in a narrative form

Discussion Focus 
- the effectiveness of different genres 
- effectiveness of illustrations



The Red Tree 
by Shaun Tan Themes 

- Depression 
- Power of hope

Notes/Ideas 
- Use of colour 
- Power of illustrations 
- Symbols

Discussion Focus 
- How do we deal with loss of hope? 
- "We read to know we are not alone"  
     by CS Lewis 
- How do we offer hope?



The Wolves in the Wall 
by Neil Gaiman

Themes 
- Fears 
- Perspective 
- Ignorance

Notes/Ideas 
- Use of colour 
- Use of font 
- Layout of story

Discussion Focus 
- How to face ones' fears 
- What is courage? 



The Wretched Stone 
by Chris Van Allsburg Themes 

- the dangers of being passive 
- the abuse of television

Notes/Ideas 
- Allegory of the dangers of being too 
passive utilizing the glowing stone 
- Must infer to makes sense of text  
- Symbols

Discussion Focus 
- Good use of symbolism 
- Are we too easily amused? 
- Why do we give up our ability to 
entertain ourselves?



The Stranger 
by Chris Van Allsburg

Themes 
- Who are we? 
- How well do we know one another?

Discussion Focus 
- What makes a group a family or a 
community? 
- How do the illustrations enhance the story? 
- Who is the stranger? What are the clues the 
author gives us? 

Notes/Ideas 
- Excellent choice for reviewing 
inference



The Sweetest Fig 
by Chris Van Allsburg

Themes 
- Cruelty 
- Karma

Discussion Focus 
- What happens if our dreams could come 
true? 
- Do people get what they deserve in life? 
- Should we try to control everything around 
us? 
- What is your definition of rich?

Notes/Ideas 
- many philosophical questions can be 
raised 



Voices in the Park 
by Anthony Browne

Notes/Ideas 
- Four interconnected stories from four 
perspectives 
- Reading the illustrations is necessary 
to the understanding of the story 
- Non-linear sequence of story 
- Learning how to tolerate ambiguity

Discussion Focus 
- Why did Anthony Browne present four 
separate stories? 
- What is the purpose of the red hat? 

Themes 
- Economic status





What If 
by Anthony Browne



Woolves in the Sitee 
by Anna Spudvilas Themes 

- Depression 
- Loneliness

Notes/Ideas 
- Uses phonetic spelling to tell story 
- Character development through spelling 
- Symbolic use of wolves

Discussion Focus 
- Who are the woolves? 
- Why the phonetic spelling? Does it 
enhance or detract from the story?

Resources 
Interpretations of Story 
 

https://10enhanced.wikispaces.com/Readers+Interpretations+-+Woolvs+in+the+Sitee
https://10enhanced.wikispaces.com/Readers+Interpretations+-+Woolvs+in+the+Sitee


Wolves 
by Emily Gravett

 
Themes 
- Clever presentation of information 
based text told as a narrative

Notes/Ideas 
- Clever use of puns 
- Narrative cannot be told without the 
illustrations 

Discussion Focus 
- Appreciation for the format and use if 
illustrations 
- Discussion about choices the author 
made in terms of perspective


